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About the course 

The Nuffield Department of Primary Care Health Sciences’ primary research 

focus is on the prevention, early diagnosis and management of common illness 

in general practice - particularly childhood infection, cancer, heart disease and 

stroke. 

Applicants are strongly advised to visit the Medical Sciences Graduate School website to help them 

identify the most suitable course and supervisors. 

The department has recently developed a new stream of clinical research which seeks to improve 

the conceptual understanding and use of monitoring in a number of chronic diseases. The 

department has an international reputation for developing innovative methods of research synthesis 

and research use to ensure that research findings change clinical practice. 

Admission to the MSc by Research is highly competitive. The MSc by Research programme will 

provide you with strong training in the environment and a broad range of research areas and 

supervisor expertise. Previous research topics include: 

 Cardiovascular disease risk factors, weight and the strategies to tackle future risk in school-

aged children 

 Developing paediatric quality indicators for UK general practice 

 The evaluation and expansion of methodologies relating to the reporting and analyses of 

intermediate test results: improving the clinical utility of diagnostic research 

 Mycoplasma pneumoniae and Bordetella pertussis in patients with persistent cough in 

primary care 

 Incidence, prevention and treatment of acute coronary events in the elderly 

 Infertility in the internet age: how women and men find information and support during 

treatment for infertility and sub-fertility 

 Predictors of virologic treatment failure to Highly Active Anti-Retroviral Therapy (HAART) for 

HIV infection in the Western Cape Province, South Africa 

 A primary care based intervention to improve participation in the NHS Bowel Cancer 

Screening Programme 

 Predicting serious bacterial infections in children in primary health care 

Changes to courses 

The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 

However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 

changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 

the University’s Terms and Conditions. 

 

Expected length of course 

1 to 3 years 
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Annual fees for entry in 2017-2018 

Fee Status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees 

Home/EU 
(including islands) 

£4,195 £3,021 £7,216 

Overseas £19,335 £3,021 £22,356 

 

The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the stated 

academic year; for courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually 

increase annually. For details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges. 

Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability 

is the length of time for which you are required to pay tuition and college fees). 

Graduate students who have reached the end of their standard period of fee liability may be 

required to pay a termly University and/or college continuation charge. 

The University continuation charge, per term for entry in 2017/18, is currently £455, please be 

aware that this will increase annually. 

For part-time students, the termly charge will be half of the termly rate payable by full-time 

students. 

If a college continuation charge applies (not applicable to non-matriculated courses) it is likely to be 

in the region of £100 to £400 per term. Please contact your college for more details. 

Additional cost information 

There are no compulsory elements of this programme that entail additional costs beyond fees and 

living costs.  However, please note that, depending on your choice of research topic and the 

research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, 

research expenses, and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may 

be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of 

these expenses. 
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Living costs 

In addition to your fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your 

living costs for the duration of your course. 

The likely living costs for 2017-18 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time 

graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can 

multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in Oxford.  

 

Likely living 

costs for 1 

month 

Likely living 

costs 

for 9 months 

Likely living costs 

for 12 months 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Food £250 £350 £2,250 £3,150 £3,000 £4,000 

Accommodation £538 £619 £4,844 £5,569 £6,459 £7,425 

Personal items £115 £255 £1,035 £2,295 £1,380 £3,060 

Social activities £40 £119 £358 £1,073 £477 £1,431 

Study costs £38 £83 £338 £743 £451 £991 

Other £22 £45 £196 £407 £261 £543 

Total £1,002 £1,471 £9,021 £13,237 £12,028 £17,649 

 

When planning your finances for any future years of study in Oxford beyond 2017-18, you should 

allow for an estimated increase in living expenses of 2% each year. 

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at 

www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/living-costs. 
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