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About the course 

The MPhil introduces students to contemporary theories and research methods 

on the intersection of sociology and demography. This 21-month programme 

takes a life-course and multilevel approach, aiming to integrate micro and macro 

issues in analysing social problems and the causes and consequences of 

population change. 

The course will prepare you for doctoral work in sociology and demography and research-intense 

jobs. 

The curriculum emphasises: 

 population-level analysis and demographic measures 

 a life course approach 

 sociological analysis as the key approach to explanation 

 advanced quantitative methods. 

This emphasis is reflected in the compulsory papers. Optional papers and the thesis will reflect 

either a more specialised topic (eg gender, family and fertility, migration and integration of migrants, 

health and mortality, intergenerational relationships) or methodological work. 

The MPhil programme has the following components: 

 Sociological Analysis paper taught in the first year through lectures and seminars, assessed 

by an unseen examination 

 Demographic Analysis paper taught in the first year through lectures, seminars and 

computer labs, assessed through a combination of examination and assignments 

 Life Course Research paper taught in the first year through lectures, seminars and computer 

labs, assessed through a combination of methods 

 Statistical Methods paper taught in the first year through lectures and computer labs, 

assessed through a combination of a test and assignments 

 Research Design paper taught in the first year through lectures, assessed via a combination 

of methods 

 two optional papers over both years of the MPhil, normally taught through eight weekly 

classes/seminars for each paper and assessed by unseen examination or appropriate 

coursework 

 Replication project in the second year, comprising a combination of individual and group 

work and assessed via assignments 

 MPhil thesis, a new and substantial analysis of up to 30,000 words on a sociological and/or 

demographic topic, to be submitted by the end of the second year 

Please note that the optional papers available may vary from year to year. 

Changes to courses 
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The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 

However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 

changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 

the University’s Terms and Conditions. 

Expected length of course 

21 months 

Annual fees for entry in 2017-2018 

Fee Status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees 

Home/EU 
(including islands) 

£8,715 £3,021 £11,736 

Overseas £16,770 £3,021 £19,791 

 

The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the stated 

academic year; for courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually 

increase annually.  Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the 

University’s Terms and Conditions. 

Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability 

is the length of time for which you are required to pay tuition and college fees). 

Additional cost information 

You are not formally required to undertake field research for your dissertation. However, if you 

decide to undertake fieldwork as part of your studies, you should note that you will ordinarily have 

to meet all the costs yourself. These costs are likely to include, but may not be limited to, travel, 

accommodation and living expenses, insurance and, where appropriate, visa and medical fees (e.g. 

for vaccinations). Costs can vary considerably according to the duration and location of the 

fieldwork, but the department would generally expect the cost of such field research to range from 

£200 to £1,000. If you choose to collect your own data, you may also incur transcription costs. There 

may also be costs if you choose to acquire quantitative data from non-ESRC sources. 

The department has no funds available to help with these costs. 
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Living costs 

In addition to your fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your 

living costs for the duration of your course. 

The likely living costs for 2017-18 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time 

graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can 

multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in Oxford.  

 

Likely living 

costs for 1 

month 

Likely living 

costs 

for 9 months 

Likely living costs 

for 12 months 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Food £250 £350 £2,250 £3,150 £3,000 £4,000 

Accommodation £538 £619 £4,844 £5,569 £6,459 £7,425 

Personal items £115 £255 £1,035 £2,295 £1,380 £3,060 

Social activities £40 £119 £358 £1,073 £477 £1,431 

Study costs £38 £83 £338 £743 £451 £991 

Other £22 £45 £196 £407 £261 £543 

Total £1,002 £1,471 £9,021 £13,237 £12,028 £17,649 

 

When planning your finances for any future years of study in Oxford beyond 2017-18, you should 

allow for an estimated increase in living expenses of 2% each year. 

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at 

www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/living-costs. 
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