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The figures in the tables refer to candidates who applied for admission to graduate programmes commencing in the
academic year 2015-16. Graduate programmes offered by the University of Oxford fall into two broad categories:
research and taught. Students on research programmes engage in research under the supervision of an academic
with whom they meet regularly. Supervisors provide advice about the specific project, the nature of research, data
collection methods, and the standards expected. As part of their research degree, students often attend courses

on specific research skills as well as a range of seminars and lectures. Taught programmes usually involve a range of
core and optional courses and the submission of a dissertation. Assessment may be by coursework, as well as by
examination papers and a dissertation. Study is supported by seminars and lectures. Figures for offers include all
conditional or unconditional offers made by academic departments or faculties of the University of Oxford. Oxford's
departments and faculties are organised into four academic divisions and the Department for Continuing Education.
Figures for acceptances represent the number of candidates who returned a signed University contract indicating
their acceptance of a place on a graduate programme. All graduate students at the University of Oxford are members
of both a department or faculty, and a college. Candidates are permitted to submit applications for more than one
graduate programme of study per year; hence the number of applications submitted exceeds the number of individuals
who applied in any one year.
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* 24,645 graduate applications were received for entry in the academic year 2015-16. Of these,
8,602 applications (34.9%) were for graduate research degrees and 16,043 were for graduate
taught degrees (65.1%).

* 18,537 applications (74.5%) were received from candidates with a country of citizenship outside of
the UK. Of these, 4,725 (19.2%) were citizens of EU countries and 13,632 (55.3%) were citizens of
non-EU countries. 6,288 (25.5%) of applications were from candidates with citizenship of the UK.

* 21,977 individuals applied to one or more graduate programme.

* The total number of acceptances was 5,312. Of those accepting a place at Oxford in 2015-16,
2,843 (53.5%) were male and 2,469 (46.5%) were female.

Division Applications Offers Acceptances
Social Sciences 11,498 4143 2,533
Humanities 4,018 1,651 880
Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences 4,820 1,437 904
Medical Sciences 3,146 715 545
Department for Continuing Education 1,163 546 450
TOTAL 24,645 8,492 5,312

* Where a candidate is a citizen of more than one country, only one citizenship is taken into account: UK citizenship takes precedence over
citizenship of an EU country, and citizenship of an EU country takes precedence over citizenship of a non-EU country.
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Divisions, Departments and Faculties

Figure 1a. Graduate research applications by Division

Social Sciences 1,826

Humanities 1,231 555 251
Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences 3,392 994 590
Medical Sciences 2,079 468 365

Department for Continuing Education

Figure 1b. Graduate taught applications by Division

Social Sciences 9,672 3,592 2,246
Humanities 2,787 1,096 629
Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences 1,428 443 314
Medical Sciences 1,067 247 180
Department for Continuing Education 1,089

Figure 1c. Graduate research and taught applications by Department or Faculty

African Studies Centre 106

Archaeology 55 40 20 134 81 45
Blavatnik School of Government 95 6 5 590 187 120
Centre for Criminology 44 15 9 113 51 34
Contemporary China Studies 0 0 0 82 34 22
Economics 163 60 25 521 156 54
Education 118 40 25 1,154 465 341
International Development 155 27 15 1,006 258 135
Japanese Studies 0 0 0 35 16 12
Latin American Centre 0 0 0 61 30 16
Law 370 119 70 1,341 363 255
Oxford Internet Institute 86 10 6 200 39 28
Politics & International Relations 247 84 37 457 123 70
Russian & East European Studies 0 0 0 88 34 16
Said Business School 134 13 9 2,480 1,234 804
School of Geography and the Environment 115 49 24 609 166 100
Social & Cultural Anthropology 76 35 10 276 131 62
Social Policy and Intervention 96 29 18 247 102 63
Sociology 72 24 14 131 50 24

South Asian Studies 0 0 0

HUMANITIES DIVISION

Ancient History & Classical Archaeology 32 19 6 38 22 15
Classical Languages & Literature 37 19 9 70 38 23
English 225 77 30 527 185 100
History 338 188 82 668 266 157
Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics 24 13 10 81 40 25
Medieval & Modern Languages 78 58 28 270 134 87

Music 48 19 10 83 43 22
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Worldwide Distribution of Applications

Figure 2a. Applications, offers and acceptances by citizenship type

HUMANITIES Research 419 108 125 192
Taught 960 507 320 422 167 103 1,405 422 206
TOTAL 1,379 745 428 661 292 155 1,978 614 297

MPLS Research 1,135 338 239 806 268 173 1,451 388 178
Taught 224 105 81 309 135 99 895 203 134
TOTAL 1,359 443 320 1,115 403 272 2,346 591 312

MEDICAL SCIENCES Research 633 184 152 502 115 92 944 169 121
Taught 259 76 66 195 48 33 613 123 81
TOTAL 218 163 125 1,557

Table 2b. Applications, offers and acceptances by continent and programme type

Africa 143 1,412 175
Americas 1,070 352 169 2,877 1,207 668 3,947 1,559 837
Asia 2,386 471 251 4,970 1,212 752 7,356 1,683 1,003
Europe 4,558 1,614 1,010 6,905 3,105 2,150 11,463 4,719 3,160
Oceania 160 87 43 307 142 94 467 229 137
Grand Total 8,602 2,580 1,505 16,043 5,912 3,807 24,645 8,492 5,312
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Gender

Figure 3. Applications, offers and acceptances by sex, Division and programme type
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Disability and Ethnic Background

Figure 4. Applications, offers and acceptances by Division and programme type: candidates with a declared disability.

Figure 5. Applications, offers and acceptances by known ethnic group

Arab 470 100 64
Asian 4,095 1,056 647
Black 1,323 261 170
Chinese 3,367 822 497
Mixed 1,302 452 302
Other 531 150 80
White 12,260 5,209 3,338
Information Refused 829 309 170
Not known 468 133 44
Grand Total 24,645 8,492 5,312
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Figure 6. Candidates accepting a graduate place by College or Permanent Private Hall
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Students on certain
postgraduate certificate
and diploma programmes
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Department for
Continuing Education)
are not affiliated to a
college and do not attend
a matriculation ceremony
to become members of
the University.

Permanent Private

Halls are licensed by the
University to matriculate
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They were founded
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still retain their religious
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For information about the

University of Oxford’s graduate
programmes, including detailed
advice on how to apply, please
see www.graduate.ox.ac.uk

More information on student
numbers at the University of
Oxford can be found at
www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/
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