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MSt in Syriac Studies

About the course
The MSt in Syriac Studies is a one-year taught degree which has been designed to give students experience in reading and
interpreting a wide range of Syriac texts, from a choice of genres and in all the major scripts, as well as a broad knowledge of Syriac
literature and history, and an ability to use key research tools. It is can thus be either a stand-alone qualiæcation or a solid
foundation in the subject for those intending to go on to do doctoral research.

You must choose to study texts in three of the following subjects: Biblical versions; exegetical literature; early poetry; liturgy;
historical literature; secular literature; monastic literature; hagiography; translations of Greek patristic texts; theological texts; (or
any other subject approved by the Faculty Board). The choice of the precise texts to be read in each of the three subjects selected is
decided by consultation between yourself and your supervisor in the ærst week of Michaelmas term.

No more than three of these subjects will be taught in any one year. Teaching takes the form of text-classes (usually 6 hours per
week), for which you are expected to prepare; seminars (usually one and a half hours per week), for which you are expected to
prepare oral or written presentations on speciæed topics; and lectures on the general background of Syriac literature (normally one
hour per week). These classes and lectures are normally given by Professor David Taylor or Professor Alison Salvesen. You are also
encouraged to attend seminars in relevant areas: there are regular series in Patristic studies, Late Antique and Byzantine studies,
Armenian Studies, Jewish Studies in the Greco-Roman Period, Old Testament, and New Testament, Ancient Near Eastern studies.

The examination (towards the end of the third (Trinity) Term) takes the form of four three-hour papers. The ærst of these consists
of essay questions on the history, literature, and culture of the Syriac Churches; you are required to answer three questions (out of
seven or more that are set). The other three papers will each have an obligatory Question 1, containing four passages from the set
texts for translation into English and for comment. Questions 2-6 will be essay questions, most of which concern some aspect of
the speciæc set texts. Question 7 will be an unseen Syriac passage for translation. You are required to answer two out of questions
2-7. You will also be examined viva voce unless you  have been individually excused by the examiners. In taught graduate degrees
the pass mark is 60. In the MSt. a distinction may be awarded for a ænal overall mark of 70 or above. The ænal mark is arrived at as a
numerical mean of the marks on individual papers, with the qualiæcation that you must also pass on each paper individually.

Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course

9 months 
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2018-19

Fee status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees

Home/EU 
(including Islands)

£12,670 £3,112 £15,782

Overseas £19,915 £3,112 £23,027

The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the stated academic year; for courses
lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. Information about how much fees and other
costs may increase is set out in the University’s Terms and Conditions.

Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which
you are required to pay tuition and college fees).

Additional cost information

There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees and living costs. However, as part of your
course requirements, you may need to choose a dissertation, a project or a thesis topic. Please note that, depending on your choice
of topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses,
and æeld trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your
department and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/tuition-and-college-fees/fee-status
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Living costs

In addition to your tuition and college fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for
the duration of your course.

The likely living costs for 2018-19 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.

  Likely living costs for 1
month

Likely living costs for 9
months

Likely living costs for 12
months

Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range

Food £258 £361 £2,318 £3,245 £3,090 £4,326

Accommodation £536 £677 £4,824 £6,093 £6,432 £8,124

Personal items £118 £263 £1,066 £2,364 £1,421 £3,152

Social activities £41 £123 £369 £1,105 £492 £1,474

Study costs £39 £85 £348 £765 £464 £1,020

Other £22 £47 £202 £419 £269 £559

Total £1,014 £1,556 £9,127 £13,991 £12,168 £18,655

When planning your ænances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2018-19, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.

More information about how these ægures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.


