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MSc in Modern Middle Eastern Studies

About the course
The MSc in Modern Modern Middle Eastern Studies is a new twelve-month, taught master's course, offered by the Faculty of
Oriental Studies and the School of Interdisciplinary Area Studies. 

The MSc in Modern Middle Eastern Studies offers research training for students already familiar with the Middle East region and
its languages. The course provides a common foundation in the methods and disciplines relevant to the study of the Middle East. It
provides intensive training in several æelds of knowledge based on a combination of lectures, tutorials and essay writing allowing
students to develop research and writing skills with training in appropriate theoretical and methodological approaches, through
supervision of a dissertation on a subject of the student’s choice. The MSc teaches both qualitative and quantitative methodologies
through assessed work.

The course offers two tracks: a language and a non-language one.

The language track is designed for students who already have intermediate to advanced -level ability in either Arabic or Hebrew
and who wish to further develop these skills through intensive classes.

The non-language track is designed for students who already have full research çuency in at least one of the languages of the
region through being either a literate native speaker, or possessing a degree in the language (a course speciæcally focusing on
language and acquisition of the capacity to read untranslated texts in a Middle-Eastern language, not a disciplinary or area studies
degree in which the applicant has taken language classes). Non-native speaker applicants who think they might qualify for the
non-language track who do not have such a degree should explain speciæcally why they think they qualify, e.g. through extensive
formal study and experience in the region outside the scope of a degree program.

Students on the language track take language classes, plus two optional papers. Students on the non-language track take three
optional papers. Students in both tracks take assessed qualitative and quantitative research methodology modules, and both tracks
write a 12,000 word dissertation.

Optional papers are taught through a combination of lectures, tutorials, and non-assessed essays and will be examined through
5,000 word take-home essays at the end of each term. Student will choose from a list of optional papers published annually.

The language paper for the language track will be examined by an examination at the end of Trinity term. The dissertation will be
undertaken independently under the supervision of a tutor with relevant expertise. Preparation for the dissertation will take place
through the Research Methods course and relevant optional papers and submitted by the beginning of September. Fieldwork for
the dissertation is not required, but it is not discouraged for those students able to carry it out.

Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course

12 months 
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2018-19

Fee status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees

Home/EU 
(including Islands)

£12,670 £3,112 £15,782

Overseas £19,915 £3,112 £23,027

The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the stated academic year; for courses
lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. Information about how much fees and other
costs may increase is set out in the University’s Terms and Conditions.

Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which
you are required to pay tuition and college fees).

Additional cost information

There are no compulsory elements of the MSc in MMES that entail additional costs beyond fees and living costs. However, as part
of students’ course requirements, they choose a dissertation. Depending on their choice of topic and the research required to
complete it, this may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and æeld trips, although this is
considered unlikely for MSc students. Graduates will need to meet these additional costs, but may be able to apply for small grants
to help them cover some of these expenses.

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/tuition-and-college-fees/fee-status
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Living costs

In addition to your tuition and college fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for
the duration of your course.

The likely living costs for 2018-19 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.

  Likely living costs for 1
month

Likely living costs for 9
months

Likely living costs for 12
months

Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range

Food £258 £361 £2,318 £3,245 £3,090 £4,326

Accommodation £536 £677 £4,824 £6,093 £6,432 £8,124

Personal items £118 £263 £1,066 £2,364 £1,421 £3,152

Social activities £41 £123 £369 £1,105 £492 £1,474

Study costs £39 £85 £348 £765 £464 £1,020

Other £22 £47 £202 £419 £269 £559

Total £1,014 £1,556 £9,127 £13,991 £12,168 £18,655

When planning your ænances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2018-19, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.

More information about how these ægures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.


